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1. S Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Allowable Subject Matter 

1. Claims 8-15, 18, 26-33 and 36-58 are allowed. 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Applicant's 
claimed invention discloses a playback method for decrypting encrypted data read from 
a recording medium; a method of playing back a recording medium; a data transmitting 
method; a method for controlling data recording; and a data transmitting/receiving 
method. The prior art of record discloses a similar invention. However, for a playback 
method for decrypting encrypted data read from a recording method (claim 8), the prior 
art of record does not disclose when it is detected that the terminal unit is connected to 
the player, exchanging an encryption key between the player and the terminal unit; 
encrypting the user identification information read from the memory of the terminal unit 
with the exchanged encryption key and sending it from the terminal unit to the player; 
judging whether the user identification information sent from the terminal unit is 
coincident with the user identification information read from the recording medium; and 
decrypting the encrypted data read from the recording medium when it is judged that 
the user identification information sent from the terminal unit is coincident with the user 
identification information read from the recording medium. 

3. Moreover, for a method of playing back a recording medium (claim 18), the prior 
art does not disclose exchanging an encryption key between the player and terminal 
unit when the terminal unit is connected to the player; encrypting the user identification 
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information read from the memory of the terminal unit with the exchanged encryption 
key; and sending the encrypted user identification information from the terminal unit to 
the player. 

4. Also, for the data transmitting method (claim 26), the prior art does not disclose 
when it is judged that the user identification information supplied from the terminal unit 
is coincident with the user identification information read from the recording medium 
causing the output unit to send to a server, the user identification information showing 
the coincidence; the server sends to the output unit a reference number based on the 
received user identification information and the output unit buries the received reference 
number into the data from the recording medium and sends the data to the server. 

5. Further, for the method for controlling data recording (claim 36), the prior art does 
not disclose when it is judged that the user identification information in the received data 
is not to be rewritten, the received data is recorded to the recording medium. 

6. Also, for the method for a data transmitting/receiving method (claim 47), the prior 
art of record does not disclose when a recorder/player outputs data identification 
information intended to identify a user and which as been encrypted with the user 
identification information, judging whether the user identification information supplied 
from a terminal unit with a memory having user identification information recorded 
therein is coincident with the user identification information read from the recording 
medium; when it is judged that the user identification information supplied from the 
terminal unit is coincident with the user identification information read from the recording 
medium, causing the recorder/player to send to a server the user identification 
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information showing the coincidence, wherein the server sends to the recorder/player a 
reference number based on the received user identification information; the 
recorder/player buries the received reference number into the data read from the 
recording medium, sends the data to the server and stores the data into a storage unit 
provided in the server; and upon request, sending data stored in the storage unit 
provided in the server to the recorder/player, wherein the recorder/player extracts the 
user identification information from the received data; judging whether the extracted 
user identification information is coincident with the user identification information stored 
in the memory in the terminal unit; and causing the recorder/player to record the 
received data to the recording medium when it is judged that the extracted user 
identification information is coincident with that stored in the memory of the terminal 
unit. 

7. Therefore, claims 8-15, 18, 26-33 and 36-58 are allowed. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Communications Inquiry 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jung W. Kim whose telephone number is 571-272-3804. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00-5:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gilberto Barron can be reached on 571-272-3799. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
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